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Transnational Studies MA: Preparing for the MA Conference 

 

Please remember that the material we cover today is not a set of rules, but some general points gathered 

from colleagues and my own personal experience. Feel free to tell me I’m wrong! I want to demystify 

what it means to present at a conference, and give you some tips on how to do it well. This is not just 

relevant for academia, but also something you’ll encounter in many other walks of life. You are all 

interesting, intelligent people and I’m most interested in making sure you can let people know that. 

 

Preparation 

 Structure 

o Be clear about the points you want to make, and make sure your audience are clear 

about them as well. Some people focus on having 3 key points they want to get across 

 Coverage 

o Be realistic about what you can fit into a presentation. If you are over-ambitious, you 

can overload yourself and the audience  

 Opening (and Closing) 

o Remember that you need to capture the attention of the audience, and clarify what 

was important in your conclusion 

 Timing 

o Don’t be arrogant and spill into other people’s time. Practise your talk beforehand 

and be conscious of how long you are going to take 

Performance 

 Reading & Delivery 

o Think about whether you want to prepare a script, and be prepared in advance if you 

do. Be passionate about your topic, and convey your interest in it to your audience 

 Presentation aids 

o If you want to use a powerpoint, then don’t overload it with text. Images work well, 

though remember to explain them. Handouts can be good, but certainly aren’t 

essential. Don’t be tempted to focus on style over substance. 

 Practical tips 

o Print your notes in a large font and ensure that you include page numbers. Think 

about the room you’ll be talking in, and make sure you practise. 

 Q&A 

o Make the Q&A work for you. Don’t be afraid to say ‘I don’t know’, and be ready to 

take inspiration from your audience. Ask questions of other speakers as well. 

Engagement and respect are the key to a productive Q&A session! 

 

I’ve collected all of the tweets from today into a Storify presentation. You 

can access this from the following link, or by scanning the attached QR 

code: 

 

https://storify.com/smidbob/transnational-studies-ma-preparing-for-the-

ma-conf 


